
My name is Andrew Crist and I am the noble ruler for 
Beta chapter for 2016. I am a third year operations 
management major from Circleville, Ohio. It has been an 
honor serving as noble ruler so far this year and I am very 
optimistic about the year to come. This school year has 
been very eventful for the entire undergraduate chapter. 
With the completion of a $2.4 million renovation on our 
chapter house, 1979 Iuka Ave. has never been better. 
I can’t say that this has not happened without difficulty 
however. After living in a temporary house across the 
street that was less than ideal and having to live in Ohio 
State dorms for the first few weeks of autumn semester, 
I can safely say that finally moving 
into the new house was one of the 
greatest feelings I have had in a 
long time. It has taken us a while 
to get settled into the house and 
figure out all of the new features, 
but I believe this house finally feels 
like home to each of us. I have 
also seen this house benefit us in 
terms of recruitment. Many potential 
members have commented that 
this house is the nicest fraternity 
house they have ever been in, 
which gives me a great sense of 
pride in this house.

Outside of the house and the 
renovation process, the undergraduates have been 
busy with many other events and activities. Our annual 
AGR Holiday Classic Cattle Show was one of the most 
successful shows on record, with nearly 550 participants. 
Due to the success of the show, we were able to donate 
$5,000 to Buckeyethon, a dance marathon at Ohio State 
that raises money for children with pediatric cancer. 

Thirteen men have been initiated this school year so 
far and we are hoping to have another class of at least 
seven in the second half of spring semester. Recruitment 
is one of the primary goals of our chapter this year, and 
we want to see our house filled as soon as possible. 
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If any alumni know of potential members that will be 
attending, is already attending, or will be transferring 
to Ohio State, we would appreciate it if you could give 
us their information so we can invite him to our events. 
You can contact me at crist.117@osu.edu, or our 
recruitment chair, Drew Baus, at baus.13@osu.edu. 
As far as future events, we are planning on having 
a big cornhole tournament at the house later this 
semester as a way to get new names of potential 
members before summer break and as a way to 
celebrate the end of a great school year. There will 
be food available for all participants and guests 
and prizes for the top teams. In the fall, we are also 
planning a big alumni chili cook off for one of the 
football home game Saturdays, so keep a look out for 
more information on this event and start looking for 
your favorite chili recipes!

All in all, it has been a very busy and eventful year at 
Alpha Gamma Rho Beta chapter and we will continue 
to strive for greatness each 
and every day. It is my honor 
to lead this chapter and I look 
forward to helping us achieve or 
purpose of making better men 
in the year to come!

Fraternally,
Andrew Crist

Beta AGR gained 9 outstanding brothers in January 2016 
as we continue to build better men. Looking forward to 
their further contribution to the house!
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On April 9th, Kappa Delta at The Ohio State University held its 26th 
annual ice hockey tournament, Slapshot.  The money raised goes 
to benefit the Center of Family and Safety Healing at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital and Prevent Child Abuse America. The men of 
AGR participated and contributed to this worthy cause.
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The AGR Holiday Classic is a way that the men of the Beta 
chapter can give back to the community through service, 
charity and youth development. This year we were able to 
donate $5,000 to Buckeyethon, an Ohio State sponsored 
dance marathon where all proceeds go to assist children 
fighting pediatric cancer. We were also very pleased with the 
show’s turnout and we would like to thank all the exhibitors 
and their families for coming out to our show; this year’s 
Holiday Classic included 545 participants. Two nationally 
recognized judges, Jake Franke and Kevin Renfro, spent 
their weekend judging what the referred to as a very well run 
and high caliber show. It would be an injustice to not thank 
our sponsors because without them, the show would not 
provide many Ohio youth to participate in 
a very educational and rewarding program 
that aims to develop beef production 
skills for generations to come. We would 
especially like to thank Kalmbach Feeds for 
their generous support this year. Through 
hard work, dedicated sponsors, and top 
notch exhibitors and judges, the AGR 
Holiday Classic was a complete success!

Ben Hisey
AGR Holiday Classic Committee Chair

First off, let me introduce myself. I am an alumni of 
Alpha Gamma Rho, Beta chapter, initiated in January 
1981. During weekdays, I work in downtown Columbus 
as the Director of Data Integration for the Ohio House 
Republican Organizational Committee (OHROC). This 
Republican organization is the campaigning arm for 
the 99 seats in the Ohio House of Representatives.

Secondly, we are close to three-fourths of the way 
through this the 2015-16 academic year, but it seems 
like last week that our young men were moving into 
our newly refurbished AGR chapter house. I had the 
privilege to be here as the active chapter adjusted to 
the new amenities and modern features the house now 
provides; in particular, up-to-date codes required by 
new and refurbished multi-unit residences.

Our first significant change last year was halfway 
through the semester, when our house kitchen received 
the permit for operations. Meals that had been 
prepared offsite and catered onto heating plates are 
now prepared in the house kitchen and served from 
hot and cold buffet carts. While our chef, Gary Nixon, 
has always prepared great meals, our food’s freshness 
and consistency improved with the kitchen’s opening. 
The house kitchen is now one of the best, if not THEE 
best, fraternity/sorority kitchen at Ohio State. I want 
to thank our Hirzel alumni brothers for their generous 
donation providing modern kitchen appliances.

I have been living on the third floor of the ’71 addition. 
While it has allowed me to interact with the actives, 
particularly those living on the third floor, I am looking 
forward to the completion of the House Director’s suite 
on the first floor. I have been given the opportunity 
to work with the architect designing the new layout. 
A new open concept of the Director’s living-room/
kitchen will be in the space previously containing the 
front room and bathroom. The suite’s new bedroom 
and bathroom will be where the former bedroom and 
kitchenette were located. We are taking special care 
to save the 1904 integrity of this space and, where 
possible, refurbish to the original architectural design 
as seen in the house foyer and living-room.

I am hoping to have the House Director’s living-room/
kitchen open for the alumni and actives to see and 
use, particularly on weekends when the house kitchen 
is locked. The suite’s bedroom and/or bathroom can 
be locked while the remainder of the suite is open. I 
believe access to this great room is important because 

alumni have told me Ma Beall kept her front room 
open for the actives and alumni. I want actives and 
alumni to view the suite’s living-room and kitchen as 
part of YOUR house to be used and not a seldom 
seen space, as was the situation when I 
was undergraduate.

Lastly, a House Director does many things that 
often go unnoticed. I provide required documents, 
keep the house’s new monitoring systems running 
smoothly, work with the actives to not let things fall 
through the cracks, etc. An additional possibility for 
our young men is State House contacts for work as 
pages and aids should they want to pursue these 
political experiences. Beta alumni and Greene County 
Sate Representative, the late Joe Haines, made sure 
I felt welcome at the State House when I was an 
undergraduate. This is my way to pay forward.

Terry Krukemyer, 1141 Beta House Director
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A few of the Beta actives attended the AGR 
Leadership Conference in St. Louis with one of 
our valued alumni, Bill Thornton.

The service project for this class was building 
an addition to the kids’ play area at the church 
next to our house.

Join us for the Alpha Gamma Rho 
National Convention

Omaha, Nebraska – August 10-12, 2016

Mark your calendars for the AGR National 
Convention in Omaha, NE. This is a great 

opportunity to learn about the many 
accomplishments of our fraternity, and to network 

with brothers from across the country. More 
information to come about how to register, so stay 
tuned! All officers should expect to be a delegate 

at the National Convention.


